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Assessment: 

Service dog training is an unconventional job with unique opportunities. A service dog 

trainer’s work consists of teaching the dog basic commands as well as enforcing the skills 

needed by the owner. The trainer also has to train the owner when and how to use the dogs' skills 

in order to help them best. Although the job is rewarding the pay is moderate to low with the 

average being around $30,000. It does not require a degree, but most become certified dog 

trainers. There is a need for service dog trainers as the benefits of having a service dog come 

more known, but it is a contracted field and not many people pursue it has a career option (I want 

that job).  
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Service dog training is an interesting job because of the people it can help. As a person 

with an anxiety and panic disorder, I understand the value of having a dog that can help either 

with alerting, guiding, or aiding in a time of need. Having a lifelong interest in dogs has also 

been an important factoring in wanting to do this kind of work. The pay, however, is not high so 

in order to make a substantial living service dog training would have to be a part-time job and 

becoming a veterinarian to broaden the skill set (I want that job!). This would allow me to have a 

solid degree and career where I would be able to both help animals, and helping people. 

Becoming a service dog training requires a deep love for dogs, and wanting to see them do 

amazing things.  

For the future, the goal would be to get as many people service animals, so they can lead 

successful lives. There is, however, a larger problem with an influx of shelter dogs. Both of these 

problems can be solved by training shelter dogs to conduct service or therapy-related tasks. This 

would allow as many people as possible to get the help they need, and it would save dozens of 

dogs who would otherwise be euthanized or in the shelter the rest of their lives. A shorter term 

goal would be able to conduct a study to help students who are struggling with test anxiety by 

getting them a service dog to study with, this would allow them to have a better environment to 

study with an animal that is focused on making them feel better; this, in the end, will hopefully 

improve test scores. In order to reach this goal of becoming successful, owning my own training 

company and vet practice would be a priority. This would aid in building connections with 

customers who would get their dogs trained and be patients at the vet office. 

There are downsides to becoming a service dog trainer; because of it is such a niche job it 

is difficult to work in secluded locations, and most trainers work in areas with high populations 
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so they are able to reach more people. This again, is why it is important to have a separate, but 

related job. There are programs available to become certified such as Assistance dog institute in 

California, that help aspiring trainers build connections and qualifications (I want that job!). This 

information would aid in getting the right education because these programs are not abundant 

and highly know to the public. Another aspect of dog training that unique is police dog handling, 

which offers more options for people as most police stations have K9 units. This is not an option 

I am highly considering because this would require becoming a police officer. There are several 

other career opportunities related to dog training, such as drug and bomb detection, search and 

rescue, and dog class training. Most of these jobs could be possible opportunities but don’t relate 

to helping people with disabilities or medical conditions which is the main focus of the training I 

want to pursue.  

Overall, service dog training is a career that offers the opportunity to help people in a 

way that is often overlooked. It is difficult because of the lack of specific programs available, but 

by creating my own training company and working as a vet it for many people to get the help 

they so desperately deserve.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cammack 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 


