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Assessment: 

Police dogs are used in order to assist officers in areas that would otherwise be difficult 

for a human to do, such as nose work (drug sniffing) and search/rescue. Controversy surrounds 

this type of police work as some people wonder about the effectiveness of these dogs’ abilities. 

The dogs could become distracted or pick up on the wrong scents, but overall they are able to 

detect drugs and people and are valuable members of the police force (Sylvester), and dogs 

should be trained to be used more in other aspects of day to day life. 
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Police dogs are interesting as they do work that truly affects society. They do cause a 

fearful perception in the eyes of some, such as at schools where students become scared that they 

could possibly be caught with a vape, weed, or other drugs on them or in their cars. This 

correlates to people's perception of police officers as well, because officers are “scary” by 

enforcing the law by any means necessary. Police dogs get bad reputations often, even if the 

mistake or error is not their fault (Sylvester). Humans must be trained to use the dog in order to 

make sure all procedures go as planned, but if training is poorly conducted this can cause issues 

when the dogs are given tasks such as locating drugs. If the officer does not know the right 

commands he could mistake the cue and think the dog found drugs when they did not. Human 

training errors relate to problems most people have with their dogs. Having proper training 

techniques can both improve the connection with the dog and make sure that they are well 

behaved. The more knowledge the public has on this training could possibly help dogs stay out 

of shelters based on “behavior problems” created by a lack of quality training.  

Alongside other forms of specialty dog training, police dog training is a niche field. Dog 

training is not the most viable career option, but being a member of a K9 unit is, as it has 

longevity and a steady pay rate. I do not have an extreme interest in becoming a police officer. 

The work they do it too risky for my particular skill set which is more focused on being 

personable and building connections such as in service dog training, but it is an option especially 

because it can encompass dog training and provide more opportunities to work with dogs every 

day. It would be beneficial to have a background in animal science/management to be as 

informed as possible, but this is not as important as it would be to be a regular dog trainer 

because police officers must attend the police academy anyways. The work these units do is has 
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a more profound effect on the community, which is good because the main goal for the future is 

to be able to reach and help as many people as possible.  

There is also struggles that come with being part of the K9 unit (as is any with any job 

related to doing work with dogs) because the dogs are not always 100 percent accurate 

(Sylvester). This creates problems as I do not want to be in a career that is disliked by the public 

but I still want to help people live the safest life possible. It would be interesting to conduct a 

survey of high school students and find out about their thoughts on police dogs because they 

have become an important part of school safety starting in middle school. This information will 

most likely correlate to the students who have/have used illegal substances or drugs as they 

would find drug dogs as a burden and they could possibly get in trouble. This could ultimately 

help the school administration catch these students and limit the amount of drug use in schools.  

Ultimately, police dogs are an important part of the police force. In the future I  hope to 

see dogs utilized in society. They are already becoming more useful because of his unique skills 

they possess. It would be beneficial to have dogs used more regularly in areas like college 

campuses as dogs are proven to decrease stress. They could also be used area like construction to 

retrieve tools. The possibilities are for dog use is endless, and police dogs are only the beginning.  


