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Assessment: 

The field of environmental engineering is growing at high rates as there is more demand 

for the job with a focus on sustainability by government organizations such as the EPA 

(environmental protection agency) and normal people who are looking for better lives. People 

want to come up with solutions to fix problems and create a clean, healthy, and reliable living 

space. These improvements are made with the aid of environmental engineering technicians, who 
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by definition, “carry out the plans that environmental engineers develop” (Environmental 

engineer technician), but there really is not a specific job description because it changes from day 

to day. 

Environmental engineering technicians perform tasks related to setting up and performing 

experiments in order to either provide information to environmental engineers or test the 

technology that was developed by those engineers. This job is demanding but rewarding as the 

hours spent in the lab and in the field conducting testing will translate into helping the 

environment. The job has a few main problems that are being focused on water usage, sewage, 

land use, that are all good things that will help sustain the environment but are not something that 

I would like to spend my time doing. It seems repetitive, and creativity is one that is important 

and techinations seem to have to follow orders and do not get to put their own creativity on the 

projects.  Environmental Engineering technicians are similar to nurses in the support they 

provide the environmental engineers in similar to the way a nurse is with a doctor. The field of 

environmental science is vast growing at a rate of 24% a year (environmental engineer 

technician). This is good for individuals such as me who have an interest in environmental 

engineering as there will be abundant opportunities for the next few years.  

Becoming an environmental engineering technician does not require a specific degree in 

the area of study (environmental engineer technician). This is something of interest because of 

the “learning on the job” work environment. People looking for this job do not have to have 

specific skills relate them to the work so as long as one can learn on the job they could become 

an environmental engineer technician, which is nice but concerning as there is no required 
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training to work the job. That could cause problems later own when workers cannot solve 

problems on their own because of a lack of education. Although the field is growing high rates, 

the salary for the environmental engineering technicians remains less than $50,000 which 

compared to other jobs related in the environmental science field is quite low (environmental 

engineer technician). The low salary lowers the want to pursue the field because there is an 

unbalanced time to pay ratio. The job is difficult and requires an immense about of hard work so 

the poor pay is a downside that has to be closely considered.  

Becoming an environmental engineering technician is not of interest because the work is 

not what was once thought. There is less involved in the field then I thought and it no longer is 

something that could be a viable career option. If there was more focus on individual creativity 

then it would be more interesting, but I would not get to work outdoors and find solutions to 

problems that are seen as threats to the environment. The job of environmental engineering 

technicians may be a good job for some but for others who what to go out and work a job that 

has a unique work environment this is not the job for them.  
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