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Assessment:  

Maureen Bennett, President and Treasurer of Ideas Service Dogs, gave an in-depth 

glimpse in her life as both a service dog user and trainer. She explained that to her becoming a 

dog trainer was not a choice, it was something that she came upon after being struck by sickness. 

After not being able to work Bennett looked for options that help, she decided to self-train her 

own service dog with the assistance of a nonprofit in California. Becoming more involved in the 

process of training, she opened her own nonprofit training company in Keller Texas. Bennett 

explained that although dog training is something that becomes your whole life is not the best to 

make a living, but if someone truly loves dogs they can find a way to help. 

Looking to the future it is apparent that dog training is not something that can be done 

without having another career as well. The majority of service dog training companies are 
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non-profits so it is difficult to make a steady salary. Bennett’s company does not give salaries to 

her employees and most of the work is done on a volunteer basis. This is something that should 

be considered because it is possible to still be involved with service dog training without being a 

trainer. Volunteering with companies allows for more independence as the level of involvement 

can be chosen. One aspect that draws some attention is puppy raising, which requires the 

participants to take care of the puppy for six months and formalizes it with people and other 

animals as the dog will be going every with their owner once they are trained. Being a puppy 

raiser does not require any certifications or training so it is possible to do this while working a 

full-time veterinarian. Similar to fostering dogs, it is a good way to help others without the 

commitment of working as a trainer.  

The research aspect of dog training is something that Bennett is passionate about. She 

evaluated the benefits owners self-training their own service dog in order to formulate the best 

connections with a prolonged training process. For someone who would want to be a trainer, 

assisting in self-training is provides more independence as classes are usually only held once a 

week, and a primary job can be work during the remainder of the week. If I wanted to work as 

both a vet and a trainer this would be the best option. It does, however, require more work hours, 

so it could possibly become a difficult workload, and it may be better to train one person at a 

time instead of holding large classes of ten or more dogs such as Bennett's. 

More research should be done about training methods to ensure that the best possible 

results for people as these dogs could save their lives. One goal is to conduct more research 

about dog breeds and their responses to basic obedience skills as well as task-based training. This 

will help decipher which dog breeds should be used based on someone's individual needs. 
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Bennett recommended using golden retrievers or labradors as mobility and stability dogs because 

of there large size and ability to pick up tasks quickly. Breed matching is an important aspect of 

training that is often overlooked but could make or break the success of owning and training a 

dog. Finding the best dog for a person whether or not they need it for service is important as 

behaviors and personality traits differ from breed to breed.  

The future of dog training depends on the work being done now. An aspect I want to 

focus on for future research is obedience dog training as it the information can affect all dog 

owners, not just people with disabilities. Spreading information about the science behind dog 

training to the public to will allow owners to take better care of their dogs. This will hopefully 

result in a decrease in the number of dogs being surrendered to shelters because of behavior 

issues. Overall, dog training is just people training and having access to better quality 

information care and training will allow for more success in the future. 

 


