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A Struggle Over the Best Option 
This past week in ISM has been an interesting one, to say the least. Assignments have 

become more frequent and work is already expected to be at the highest level. The “real” part of 
the class has begun as contact logs and resumes are being put in motion and the work in the 
professional world has begun.  

It has become apparent through the week’s research that environmental engineering is a 
field that I would like to continue to pursue. As a result of this, my career future had to be 
reconsidered. Engineering, not a good option because it did not involve being able to research 
and study things that were of interest such as car fuel sustainability and, as discovered through 
reading the articles, most engineering projects consist of studying water. The career that has been 
chosen to replace environmental engineering is service dog training; which is a unique field that 
relates to something that I have had a lifelong passion for. Although I am no longer studying the 
same field, I can apply some of the things I am learned from researching engineering to service 
dog training, like the growth in popularity and the spreading of information through technology. 
More people are becoming interested in acquiring service animals as more research is being 
conducted about the benefits have service animals hold, making a love for animals valuable to 
those who need help the most. The research I would like to conduct for the original work is 
going to be over how therapy dogs affect test scores, and if therapy dogs would help children 
with anxiety get higher test scores. This would allow for more of an applicable project, being a 
student who struggles with anxiety and has a difficult time in high-stress testing scenarios. 

The work being done in ISM is different than any other work done before in other 
classes. The class work must be to the highest level, and this week was a struggle on meeting that 
standard. Assessment One was not the best work, and as the assessment, next week needs to not 
only meet the high-level thinking strategies but exceed them by conducting more research and 
including more source information, related the topics to my future in the field. Becoming more 
professional and informed as means creating a resume. This was also a challenge because as a 
student there is not an abundance of information to add to the resume, but changing the topic of 
study will allow for more past experience related to the topic of service dog training to be added 
to the resume. The research is also more tolerable with the topic change because the focus no 
longer has to be on a subject that is not of interest. Environmental engineering an interesting 
field with many aspects, but without having a solid background it was difficult to continue to 
find research enjoyable.  

Overall, this week has been the most challenge thus far. The work is getting more 
frequency and much more is expected of the students. As the class continues the hope to still be 
able to improve others lives, no matter the circumstance that much be achieved even if it is in a 
small amount. With the research and mentorship under professional dog handlers people who 
never thought they could live in normalcy can be just like everyone else.  



 


