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Assessment: 

During the interview it Maureen Patin, owner and trainer at What a Great Dog Training 

Center, new  information about the science of training was gained. Patin spoke about how the 

behavior science has been applied to dog training in order to create better, longer lasting results. 

The focus has shifted from punishing bad behavior to rewarding good behavior with specific 

reward based training techniques. This will be helpful to a prospective trainer who would want to 

formulate the best training curriculum. It was also beneficial to her about new field in veterinary 

medicine such as veteranine behavior specialist which has more of a focus on the way aspect of 

animals and their problems.  

The main goal of the interview with Maureen (who is not a true service dog trainer) was 

to understand how the grew her business and why she became so successful. In Patin’s words, “It 



is all about networking with Veterinary offices, then they will recommend us to their patient.” 

With this information, it would be a good idea to have a joint business with a vet office in order 

to have a large influx of of regular clients.Trainers will most likely not make large amounts of 

money without  having clients who continue to come back and wanting to learn more.  Owning 

and operating a veterinary behaviorist practice would be a viable career option essically as there 

is only one located in Texas. There are good programs as local colleges, such as The University 

of North Texas, get a degree in this field are learn from professionals who are passionate about 

what they do.  

Patin also spoke about the pathway to becoming a dog trainer. It is recommended to get a 

degree in an animal science field as well as psychology as the science of dog training is 

becoming more prevalent. This is important information to know as for college it would be a 

good option to either double major in vet-med and psychology or major in vet-med and minor in 

psychology. The school I am interesting in attending for college, West Virginia University, has 

animal behavior classes, so it remains my top school as it now meets all the criteria to get the 

best education possible. After college it is recommend to complete a dog training certification 

program such as Karen Pryor to gain further knowledge on behavior specific training. It is 

important to note that dog training is people training and it will be impossible to be successful 

with being able to make personal connections with people.  

It was unknown that there were specific degrees to be able to reach my goal of being a 

veterinarian and a trainer. It was also exciting to learn that there is an abundance of new training 

methods and research being done. It makes me hopeful for the future the career seems more 

sustainable and long lasting than once though. Patin said that most specific training takes about 



six months from start to finish.The focus of my research is most likely going to be around this 

task based training, and seeing how it relate to onto a dog I train.The information allow for a 

good foundation on what needs to be done now to get to the goal in the future. Although, Patin is 

not specifically as service dog training, more I was able to receive more connections with people 

to continue to learn more about the field.  

 

 

 


